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In the right-hand diagram in Fig 15 four of the main races are
indicated. They are found to lie in zones about south central Asia; and
in later sections it will be shown that these zones of race agree in
essential details with those of the higher mammals. Surely we should
expect this; for the differentiation of races occurred during thousands
of years, and was completed long before man became civilized. Why,
therefore, should early man's zoning differ in any notable fashion from
that of his immediate predecessors, the higher mammals?
It seems fair to state that the technique based on the "Zones and
Strata" is one of the geographer's chief contributions to the study of
distributions. In a word, by its use we may "deduce evolution from the
map/' The following description of the concept is given in general
terms, and shows how it can be used for races, languages and other
culture facts, animals, and plants.
If there be a centre where evolution (whether of organic or inorganic type) is
taking place . . . then, after a reasonable lapse of time, the various differentiated
classes will be found to be arranged in zones . . - so that the most primitive is at
the margins, and the most advanced at the centre of the series of zones. Thus the
earliest class will have covered the greatest area in its migrations; but fossil
evidence of this class will be found buried in the deepest stratum, under the later
strata at the centre of evolution. This is the "Zones and Strata0 concept, which
is less clearly called the "Age and Area" concept by certain biologists.
It has always seemed inexplicable that orthodox anthropologists are
willing to accept the classes of race which were originally propounded
by Blumenbach in 1806.7 What other science has been so conservative
that it has been willing to accept the findings of an almost un-
scientific period, and use them for a century and a half? Blumenbach
devised the "Continent and Colour" classification. He said in effect:
There arc four main continents and four main racial colours, so that
here is the simplest classification: all folk who live in Europe are the
white race (whom we call Caucasians); almost all the folk who live
in Asia are the yellow race, whom we will call Mongolians; those living
in America are the red race (later called Amerinds); while almost all
the folk in Africa are the black race, known as Negroes. In the islands
to the south-east of Asia he found a brown race, known in the early
days as the Malay race.
This honoured scheme was devised without any knowledge of
modern biology, climatology, topography, or changing environment.
7The best history of anthropology is that by E, von Eickstedt, published in the
Zeiftchrift fur Rassenkunde, Band V, Heft 3, 1937; Band VI, Heft I, 1937.